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STATE OF HAWAII – DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES




Benefit, Employment & Support Services Division                                  PRESCHOOL OPEN DOORS CHILD ASSESSMENT


       


	Child’s Name:  
	     
	POD School Year:
	     
	Assessor’s Name:
	     

	1. Relationships and Social Interactions with Peers

        Definition: Child interacts competently and cooperatively with other children and develops friendships with several peers

	Check only ONE rating
	Check only ONE rating

	Not Yet Exploring Competencies
	Exploring Competencies
	Developing Competencies
	Building Competencies
	Integrating Competencies
	Applying Competencies
	Pre-Assessment 
	Post-Assessment 

	Does not yet engage in brief episodes of cooperative play with one or two other peers
	Engages in brief episodes of cooperative play with one or two other peers, especially those with whom the child regularly plays.
	Engages in extended episodes of cooperative play with one or two peers, including pretend play; identifies another child as a friend with whom he or she seeks to play
	Initiates sustained episodes of complex,  cooperative, and pretend play with two or three peers, particularly with friends
	Organizes or participates in planning cooperative activity with several peers, especially if they are friends
	Displays social understanding of other children, especially with friends, including concern for another’s feelings, loyalty, and conflict resolution skills
	Date:

                        
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not Yet  

      Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Developing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Applying


	Date:

                        .
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not Yet 
      Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Developing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Applying



	
	Examples:

· Takes turns playing with a toy with another child.

· Pretends to eat food after a friend serves it to her.


	Examples:

· Builds a car track with another child; then plays with cars together on the track.

· Chooses to sit with a particular child at lunch.
	Examples:

· Builds blocks with 2 children for an extended period of time.

· Spends free playtime with two children, pretending to be members of a family.

 
	Examples:

· Participates in extended pretend play with peers, following the agreed-upon roles.

· Helps to negotiate where and how a small group of children can play with a ball during outdoor play while staying out of the way of another group of children.


	Examples:

· Suggests taking turns when they both want to play with the same toy. 

· Defends a friend who is teased by another child.


	
	

	Comments/Notes:       
     
     
     


	Child’s Name:  
	     
	POD School Year:
	     
	Assessor’s Name:
	     

	2. Conflict Negotiation
        Definition: Child shows increasing understanding of the needs of other children and increasingly able to consider alternatives  

        and to negotiate constructively


	Check only ONE rating
	Check only ONE rating

	Not Yet Exploring Competencies
	Exploring Competencies
	Developing Competencies
	Building Competencies
	Integrating Competencies
	Applying Competencies
	Pre-Assessment 
	Post-Assessment 

	Does not yet require adult assistance to communicate con-structively and resolve conflict; expresses desires and feelings in conflict situations using words and action
	Requires adult assistance to communicate constructively and resolve conflict; expresses desires and feelings in conflict situations using words and action
	Uses appropriate words and actions to express own desires in some situations; seeks adult help to resolve conflict
	Uses appropriate words and actions regularly when responding to conflict; suggests simple cooperative solutions based mainly on own needs; sometimes seeks adult help to resolve conflict
	Considers the needs and interests of others when there is a conflict; sometimes negotiates and compromises and sometimes seeks solutions from an adult
	Proposes, negotiates, and enacts solutions to conflicts regularly without adult assistance
	Date:

                        .
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not Yet Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Developing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Applying


	Date:

                .
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not Yet Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Developing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Applying



	
	Examples:

· Communicates with adult’s assistance, “It looks like you want to play with the ball. Absidy is using it now. Let’s find another one.”

· Begins to calm down after an initial reaction of crying loudly, “It looks like you don’t want Michael to take those blocks you were with.”
	Examples:

· Seeks an adult and indicates that another child won’t let her have a turn on the tricycle.

· Communicates, “No, I’m playing with it,” to a peer who takes a toy away from him.
	Examples:

· Moves to another chair after attempting to sit on the same chair with a peer during snack time.

· Communicates to another child who wants to use the computer, “You can have a turn after I’m done.”
	Examples:

· Offers some crayons to a peer who says, “I only have two.” 

· Communicates to teacher about a peer, “Everybody helps at clean-up time.  He isn’t helping.” 


	Examples:

· Reports to the teacher, “We decided that I can use this corner for my fort, and Jamie won’t run there.”

· Suggests building one tower together when another child wants to build with the blocks (and there aren’t enough blocks for them to play separately).
	
	

	Assessor’s Comments/Notes:       
     
     

	
	


	3. Self Control of feelings and behavior
        Definition: Child increasingly develops strategies for regulating feelings and behavior based on adult guidance  


	Check only ONE rating
	Check only ONE rating

	Not Yet Exploring Competencies
	Exploring Competencies
	Developing Competencies
	Building Competencies
	Integrating Competencies
	Applying Competencies
	Pre-Assessment 
	Post-Assessment 

	Does not yet demonstrate capacity to manage feelings and behavior in moderately stressful situations, especially with adult support
	Demonstrates capacity to manage feelings and behavior in moderately stressful situations, especially with adult support
	Uses words and constructive forms of communication to express strong feelings on a regular basis; seeks adult assistance to manage feelings and behavior
	Manages feelings and behavior using simple strategies on own (e.g., leaving a difficult situation, self-soothing, communicating needs) 
	Tries to gain self-control by using complex strategies (e.g., focusing on something else, verbal reminders to self, and negotiation and compromise)
	Uses self-control strategies spontaneously and often; often restrains self from acting impulsively
	Date:

                        
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Yet Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Developing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applying


	Date:

                        
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Yet Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Developing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applying



	
	Examples:

· Waits impatiently for a turn with a toy, but does not grab it from the other child.  

· Becomes upset, but does not cry or act out, when an adult says she cannot go outside to play now. 


	Examples:

· Approaches favorite teacher after mother leaves in the morning and communicates, “I’m sad.”

· Communicates to another child while waiting to wash hands at the sink, “Hurry! I’m hungry. You’re taking too long.”
	Examples:

· Offers a different toy in exchange when another child has the toy she wants.  

· Communicates, “I’m mad. I don’t like it when you do that!” after a peer takes all her blocks.
	Examples:

· Looks angry and then goes to a favorite alternative activity when the playhouse is full.  

· Looks distressed but says to self, “Daddy said he would be late to pick me up today.”
	Examples:

· Waits to be acknowledged by the teacher before answering a question at circle time rather than blurting it out.

· Communicates to self, “It’s just pretend,” when reading a scary story on own.

· Begins to rush ahead of the group on a nature walk, then spontaneously slows down to return to the group.  
	
	

	Assessor’s Comments/Notes:       
     
     
	
	


	4. Reciprocal communication and conversation
        Definition: Child engages in back-and-forth communication that develops into increasingly extended conversations with the 

        appropriate social use of language


	Check only ONE rating
	Check only ONE rating

	Not Yet Exploring Competencies
	Exploring Competencies
	Developing Competencies
	Building Competencies
	Integrating Competencies
	Applying Competencies
	Pre-Assessment 
	Post-Assessment 

	Does not yet engage in short conversations using simple phrases and sentences
	Engages in short conversations using simple phrases and sentences 
	Engages in short conversations; speaks clearly enough to be understood
	Engages in extended conversations about real or imaginary experiences; explains events that took place in the past with accurate detail
	Engages in extended conversations that build on emotions, ideas, and information shared with the other person; communicates with language clearly enough to be understood by most familiar and unfamiliar adults and children
	Engages in extended conversations building on both concrete and abstract concepts and ideas, and displaying appropriate turn-taking and social conventions of conversation
	Date:

                   
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Yet Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Developing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applying


	Date:

                        
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Yet Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Developing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applying



	
	Examples:

· Asks several simple questions about a story the teacher reads aloud.   

· Responds when asked a question.


	Example:

Communicates to an adult, “I made a picture.”
Adult: “Who is in the picture?”

Child: “It’s my mom and my sister.”


	Example:

Communicates to an adult, “My baby doll is sick.”

Adult: What’s wrong?”

Child: “Her tummy hurts.”

Adult: “Why do you think it hurts?”

Child: “She ate too many cookies.”

Adult: “What can we do to help her feel better?”

Child: “She can take a nap.”
	Example:

Communicates to a peer, “Yesterday, I got my brother’s bike because he is too big for it.”  

Peer: “You are so lucky!”

Child: “My brother got a new blue bike. When I’m bigger, I’ll get a bike like him.”

Peer: “Me too. I want one that is red.”

Child: “I want a green one.”
	Example:

Asks a peer, “Would you like to come over to my house?”

Peer: “Today?”

Child: “Yes.  I’ll ask my mom.”

Peer: “Yeah, I’ll ask mine too.”


	
	

	Assessor’s Comments/Notes:       
     
     

	
	


	5. Understanding of Language (receptive)
        Definition: Child understands increasingly complex communication and language 


	Check only ONE rating
	Check only ONE rating

	Not Yet Exploring Competencies
	Exploring Competencies
	Developing Competencies
	Building Competencies
	Integrating Competencies
	Applying Competencies
	Pre-Assessment 
	Post-Assessment 

	Does not yet show an understanding of a wide variety of words, phrases, sentences, stories, and songs
	Shows understanding of a wide variety of words, phrases, sentences, stories, and songs 
	Shows understanding of complex vocabulary and phrases in conversations, stories, and learning activities 
	Shows understanding that language can refer to imaginary, past, present, or future events; often responds with complete thoughts indicating an understanding of questions
	Shows understanding that language can describe how and why things happen, in the past, present, and future; understands simple communicative intentions; answers questions with more detail
	Shows understanding of language that can be used to express different intentions; demonstrates understanding of word play, jokes, and riddles
	Date:

                        
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Yet Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Developing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applying


	Date:

                        
Rating:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Yet Exploring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exploring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Developing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrating

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Applying



	
	Examples:

· Laughs at simple humor in familiar songs or stories.

· Responds to questions about what will happen next in the story.

· Understands behind, inside, or on top of something.
	Examples:

· Responds appropriately when asked, “Which of the towers is tallest?”

· Stomps foot when adult says, “Simon says, ‘stomp one foot’.” And then stomps both feet, when adult says, “Simon says, ‘stomp your feet’.”
	Examples:

· Pretends to be the character in a story that the teacher is reading out loud.

· Draws a picture of an event that happened in the recent past, such as a field trip.  
	Examples:

· Explains, “Plants grow when they have water and sun(light),” when asked, “What do plants need to grow?”

· Participates in conversation about how caterpillars become butterflies even though she has never seen a caterpillar.
	Examples:

· Shows surprise when their teacher addresses preschool director informally (i.e., by their first name).

· Develops own rhyming jokes or engages in word play.
	
	

	Assessor’s Comments/Notes:       
     
     

	
	


Examples are only for points of reference & are NOT exhaustive of the possible examples that may be seen in the classroom.                                                                          Page 1 of 5
DHS 914B POD (REV 12/2025)
Original– to be given to the families after Post-Assessment completed and 1 copy– for preschool’s file


Source: California Child Development Division (2012)

